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HONORING KATHLEEN KEMP, PH.D. 

HON. JASON ALTMIRE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 17, 2007 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the career of Kathleen Kemp, Ph.D., 
who is retiring this year after nearly 40 years 
of teaching political science, the past 28 years 
of which were spent at my alma mater, Florida 
State University. 

Dr. Kemp is a skilled and popular instructor 
who has authored many publications and won 
numerous awards. In 1990, I was a student in 
her American Presidency class. I can say 
without reservation or exaggeration that Dr. 
Kemp changed my life. 

On the last day of my last class at Florida 
State, Dr. Kemp pulled me aside to rec-
ommend that I consider volunteering for a 
local congressional campaign. I took her ad-
vice and worked for the campaign throughout 
that summer and into the fall of 1990. Fol-
lowing the election, the candidate, Congress-
man Pete Peterson, hired me to work on his 
Capitol Hill staff. This opportunity, which would 
never have arisen without Dr. Kemp’s advice, 
started me on a road that would eventually 
lead to my election to Congress. More impor-
tantly, I met my future wife, Kelly, on that 
same campaign and we now have two beau-
tiful daughters. 

So, Madam Speaker, I can honestly say that 
Professor Kathleen Kemp greatly influenced 
my career and had a profound impact on my 
life. I have no doubt that countless other stu-
dents she has instructed over the years can 
say the same. 

I thank her and wish her all the best in her 
retirement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. TIMOTHY BLOCK 
FOR HIS ROLE IN HEPATITIS 
TYPE B RESEARCH 

HON. PATRICK J. MURPHY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 17, 2007 

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in recognition of 
Dr. Timothy Block for his efforts in the re-
search of Hepatitis B. This truly remarkable in-
dividual has dedicated his life to expanding 
knowledge of and solutions to a disease that 
kills one million people each year. 

Motivated to cure Hepatitis B by one af-
flicted area family with nowhere else to turn, 
Dr. Block established the Hepatitis B Founda-
tion in 1991. Its mission: to discover a cure 
and to help patients with the disease. In 2003, 
Dr. Block and the Hepatitis B Foundation cre-
ated the Institute for Hepatitis and Virus Re-
search, a nonprofit organization that re-
searches the disease in search of a break-
through. As volunteer President of the organi-

zation, Dr. Block led the formation of the 
Pennsylvania Biotechnology Center of Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania’s first Biotech center. 

In addition to his work with Hepatitis B re-
search, Dr. Block has initiated a Summer Re-
search Internship Program. The program af-
fords college students the opportunity to par-
ticipate in research careers under the super-
vision of scientists. The Hepatitis B Founda-
tion also hosts an annual convention called 
the ‘‘B Informed Patient Conference,’’ at which 
people from around the country can share ex-
periences and learn from experts. 

Madam Speaker, Dr. Block has brought 
hope to millions of Hepatitis B patients and 
has spearheaded discovery research in the 
field. His zeal for helping other members of his 
community is unparalleled and the personal 
responsibility he has taken on for Hepatitis B 
patients throughout his career is commend-
able. I applaud his service to his community 
and to those affected by a deadly disease. 

f 

CIVICS CLASS VOICES CONCERNS 
ABOUT IRAQ 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 17, 2007 

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to speak on behalf of the growing sentiment 
about the war in Iraq felt by not only the youth 
of my district, but by the youth of the Nation 
as well. 

Recently, a senior Civics Class from Boone 
County in my district wrote to me expressing 
their concerns for the war and the effects this 
war has had on the homefront. These stu-
dents represent a generation that will have to 
deal with the direct consequences of the ac-
tions we take today. 

I’d like to read to you a portion of that letter. 
Our primary concern is the war in Iraq. We 

are in favor of fighting terrorism, but Amer-
ica went into Iraq under false pretenses. We 
now know that Iraq had nothing to do with 
the attack on 9/11. We believe that the rea-
son we went to Iraq is to gain a stronghold 
on the oil fields. We are trading blood for oil. 
We have a strong feeling that American 
should have never invaded Iraq because our 
presence there is breeding more terrorism 
around the world. We are giving terrorists a 
common foe to retaliate against. We are in-
cubating more hatred from other terrorists 
and now giving them a reason to unite. 

I not only share the students’ concerns 
about the war in Iraq, but I also share their 
concerns about the effect our involvement in 
the region has had here at home. The men 
and women of our military have gone above 
and beyond the call when it comes to serving 
their country in Iraq, but more is still being 
asked of them. While many of our troops are 
serving their third tour of duty, the President 
continues to move forward with his plan to 
send more troops into the region. 

These students also point out that as this 
added strain on our military families continues, 

the strain on our domestic budget grows every 
day. 

They go on to write, ‘‘Another of our con-
cerns is the way our economy is being af-
fected by the war. Just think of what $2.9 tril-
lion dollars could have done for this Nation. 
Oil companies are making an annual profit of 
$39.5 billion dollars while many people in this 
Nation suffer in poverty. They are suffering be-
cause in today’s society one cannot support a 
family on the minimum wage of $5.15 an hour. 
The money spent on the Iraq war has put a 
tremendous amount of pressure on the recipi-
ents of Social Security. Many older Americans 
have to choose between medication and food 
because they cannot afford both. Add to this 
the fact that thousand of Americans still do not 
have any health insurance.’’ 

I believe that no American should have to 
be burdened with such consequences. We 
must find a way to balance the cost of this war 
with the cost that families are continuing to 
pay here at home. 

I applaud these young men for speaking up. 
They represent the voice of the majority of 
Americans who want us out of Iraq, and I want 
them to know that concerns have been heard. 
Rest assured, I will continue to do all that I 
can to make sure that their voices never go si-
lent and that we continue to strive for the best 
course of action in Iraq and for our Nation 
here at home. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE CENTENNIAL 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE GARDEN 
STATE SYMPHONIC BAND 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 17, 2007 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the centennial anniversary of the 
Garden State Symphonic Band. 

The Garden State Symphonic Band was 
founded in 1907 as the Goodwill Fife & Drum 
Corps. In 1920, the name was changed to the 
Goodwill Band, and they performed under this 
name until 1958, when it became the Bay City 
Band. It was not until 1967 that the Garden 
State Symphonic Band took its current title. 

Modeled after the extraordinarily successful 
Sousa Band of the early 20th century, the 
Garden State Symphonic Band’s primary goal 
is to remain a traditional American profes-
sional concert band while reaching as much of 
the community as possible. This organization 
is the oldest band of its nature in New Jersey 
and one of the only remaining in the entire 
mid-Atlantic region. 

Currently, the band is under the direction of 
Christian Pedersen, Jr., of Fords, NJ, and is 
composed of an ensemble of musicians hail-
ing from some of the most prestigious music 
conservatories in the Nation. Many band 
members have previously performed with well- 
known orchestras such as the New York Phil-
harmonic and the Metropolitan Opera Orches-
tra, while others have performed on Broadway 
with major musicals. 
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The Garden State Symphonic Band has 

played at numerous venues including the Gar-
den State Arts Center and the Clinton Mu-
seum, in addition to several county and munic-
ipal parks. Each summer, the band provides 
8–10 free outdoor performances entitled ‘‘Con-
certs by the Bay’’ at Bayview Park in Perth 
Amboy. 

Madam Speaker, I sincerely hope that my 
colleagues will join me in celebrating the cen-
tennial anniversary of the Garden State Sym-
phonic Band. Through its cultural and artistic 
contributions, the Garden State Symphonic 
Band has become an integral part of the New 
Jersey community. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF FINANCIAL LITERACY 
MONTH 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DAVID DREIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 16, 2007 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
thank my colleagues Mr. HINOJOSA and the 
Mrs. BIGGERT, for introducing H. Res. 273, a 
resolution supporting the goals and ideals of 
Financial Literacy Month. As a member of the 
Financial and Economic Literacy Caucus and 
a cosponsor of this resolution, I am proud to 
support this measure. 

In this 21st century economy, more Ameri-
cans have access to financial services and 
products than ever before. With the click of a 
button, consumers can perform a variety of fi-
nancial activities over the Internet, from paying 
bills to managing investments. Increased avail-
ability of credit allows more people to enjoy 
the benefits of easy access to capital and en-
hanced purchasing power. Today, half of all 
American households own stocks. This grow-
ing number of ‘‘investor class’’ Americans are 
participating in financial markets through re-
tirement plans, investment vehicles or Internet 
trading accounts. 

Yet, as this resolution recognizes, we must 
do more to ensure that American citizens not 
only have access to these important financial 
services, but are equipped with the knowledge 
to make critical financial decisions as they 
plan for the future. Whether it is buying a 
home, paying for college, starting a small busi-
ness or planning for retirement, it is imperative 
that we help individuals develop a solid foun-
dation in personal finance. 

We must also continue efforts to ensure that 
individuals are equipped with the proper tools 
to make smart financial decisions from an 
early age. Reading, writing and math, the tra-
ditional cornerstones of our education system, 
need to be supplemented with a curriculum 
that will equip America’s youth to meet the 
real-life demands of the 21st century. In the 
fast-paced and increasingly complex world in 
which we live, teaching our students about 
personal finance issues, from basic spending 
decisions to investing and saving for retire-
ment, is critical. The efforts of organizations 
like Visa USA, Citigroup, the Credit Union Na-
tional Association, the American Bankers As-
sociation and the Securities Industry Associa-
tion have helped to bring financial literacy pro-
grams to our Nation’s youth in classrooms, 
after-school programs and libraries. I am 

proud that in my own district, Bonita High 
School, the Boys and Girls Club of the Foot-
hills and the Glendora Public Library have had 
the opportunity to benefit from these pro-
grams. 

It is also important to note that efforts to en-
hance financial literacy should not just be con-
fined to our own country. As we strive for ex-
panded trade and investment with our global 
partners, the financial ups and downs in world 
markets have a greater impact on our local 
economies. Helping to spread financial and 
economic literacy to emerging markets is criti-
cally important to establishing stability in de-
veloping nations. For example, in 2004 
Citigroup and the Citigroup Foundation pro-
vided more than $22 million in support of fi-
nancial education programs in activities that 
reached millions of people in more than 40 
countries. These activities included community 
development projects to support the expansion 
of thrift and credit-based cooperative groups in 
India and the development of a micro-finance 
industry in China. 

Ultimately, expanding access to the financial 
system and knowledge of its workings pro-
vides individuals with greater choice when 
managing finances, building wealth and mak-
ing investments. These activities in turn lead 
to increases in economic activity and growth 
that benefits our entire Nation. I urge my col-
leagues to recognize the importance of finan-
cial literacy and support this measure. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NEW DIRECTIONS ON 
ITS 15TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 17, 2007 

Mr. WAXMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate New Directions, a remarkable 
program located in the congressional district I 
represent, on celebrating its 15th year. 

New Directions is a superb veterans’ service 
organization located on the West Los Angeles 
Veterans Affairs property. Started by Toni 
Reinis and John Keaveney 15 years ago in a 
small rented house, it has grown to encom-
pass four facilities totaling 223 long-term resi-
dential treatment beds for homeless veterans 
and their dependents. 

New Directions has become a national 
model for the successful treatment of veterans 
battling co-occurring disorders—mental illness 
and substance abuse. Over the past 15 years, 
New Directions has been responsible for as-
sisting over 8,000 homeless veterans and their 
families in getting back on their feet and re-
integrated into our community. 

New Directions provides a comprehensive 
network of therapeutic services to assist vet-
erans. Veterans living at New Directions are 
given job training and placement assistance, 
parenting and money management classes, 
legal and financial assistance, remedial edu-
cation and resources for alumni. Residents 
leave New Directions with a job, housing, a 
savings account, computer skills, renewed 
self-confidence and the support of mentors 
and peers. Under Toni and John’s guidance, 
veterans undergo astounding, life-altering 
transformations. 

As veterans enter the building, the first thing 
they see is a plaque on the outside of the 

building that refers to New Directions as ‘‘The 
Last House on the Block.’’ Veterans arrive 
often feeling they have bottomed out and are 
without hope of overcoming their challenges. 
New Directions offers them another chance to 
turn their lives around. 

Los Angeles has the largest population of 
homeless veterans in the Nation. An estimated 
24,000 veterans live on the streets of Los An-
geles. Many of them suffer from co-occurring 
disorders, post-traumatic stress disorder— 
PTSD—as well as chronic medical problems. 
New Directions welcomes these veterans and 
offers them a safe environment to address 
their challenges. 

I want to thank and acknowledge Toni and 
John for the tremendous contributions they 
have made to veterans these past 15 years. 
Their dedication and commitment are inspira-
tional. They have helped rebuild countless 
lives and for that we owe them a debt of grati-
tude. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in sending 
our highest praise and thanks to Toni Reinis 
and John Keaveney on celebrating the first 15 
years of New Directions. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE TECH-
NOLOGY INNOVATION AND MAN-
UFACTURING STIMULATION ACT 
OF 2007 

HON. RALPH M. HALL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 17, 2007 

Mr. HALL. Madam Speaker, I rise today as 
an original co-sponsor of the Technology Inno-
vation and Manufacturing Stimulation Act of 
2007. This bill provides a three-year authoriza-
tion for the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology (NIST). NIST is one of three 
agencies targeted by the President’s American 
Competitiveness Initiative (ACI). The ACI aims 
to double the federal investment in physical 
science research over the next 10 years. This 
investment will ensure that American remains 
technologically competitive in the complex 
global marketplace. 

NIST plays a unique role in that its sci-
entists and engineers have a 100-year plus 
history of working directly with American in-
dustries to address their needs for measure-
ment methods, tools, data, and technology. 
These are the building blocks that allow indus-
try to grow and prosper. To cite just a few ex-
amples, NIST’s labs develop chemical, bio-
chemical, and chemical engineering measure-
ments, data, models, and reference standards, 
provide measurement science for the elec-
tronics and electrical industries, and research 
and develop test methods and standards to 
improve the usability, reliability and security of 
computers and computer networks for work 
and home. 

The Technology Innovation and Manufac-
turing Stimulation Act of 2007 supports the 
President’s ACI by authorizing NIST’s labs at 
a rate that would double the budget over the 
next 10 years. The bill also supports the com-
petitiveness of American’s small and medium- 
sized manufacturers by authorizing the Manu-
facturing Extension Partnership Program. Fi-
nally, the bill ensures that new research find-
ings will find their way quickly to the market-
place by authorizing the Technology Innova-
tion Program to provide grants to accelerate 
the development of high-risk technologies. 
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